
Outing vs. Correcting
Visibly Trans*parent presents

Alright, so you've reached out to friends and family and informed your coworkers. You've spent a lot of 

time explaining transitioning, what it entails and enforcing new pronouns/names. People won't always get 

it right, but before you jump to explaining their mistake there is an important question you need to ask 

yourself, am I outing, or am I correcting? If someone does not know your trans*child personally or 

previously, take a moment to ask yourself do they need to know my child is trans? How do you know what is 

yours to share and to say? How do you satiate those parental instincts when someone misgenders your 

child, and keep them from an uncomfortable, unfair & potentially unsafe situation? 

Recognizing the difference between Outing & Correcting can help. 

Outing= trans

Every trans experience is different, as is every trans preference. TALK TO YOUR 

TRANS*CHILD, ask what they are comfortable with and what they need from you. The best 

way to deal with any situation is however your child wants you to, please ask if they are 

comfortable with you correcting people in front of them . Here is a chart** to help guide you. 

Correcting= gender

• Saying it outright, for example: 

"My child is trans" 

"They changed genders". 

•Referring to their dead name 

•Alluding to their genitals, periods, binding 

practices, HRT, etc. 

•Discussing Trans specific places of care. 

Be Blunt: If for example someone was to 

misgender your child by saying "I didn't 

know you had a daughter!" you could 

answer plainly with "I don't, that's my son" 

or ask them "are you talking about my son?". 

 

Address the mistake: If someone is 

misgendering your child, tell them only 

what they need to know and nothing more. 

ex: "You're using the wrong pronouns" 

"You're misgendering my child," "That is not 

his name," "He is a boy." 
**The examples in this chart are directed at FTM transmen 

and may need to be edited to apply elsewhere

If what you are saying directly 
points to your child being trans, 

you are outing. 

If what you are saying is changing 
the gendered language or 

pronouns someone is using, you 
are correcting 

 

"Before he became a she" is never okay, 

provided you have permission to out 

someone, try "before they came out" or 

"before they transitioned" 

The general rule is, you are never allowed to out anyone ever, without explicit permission, 

and even then it is recommended correcting instead of outing. As difficult as this might 

seem, try to remember that this change is not about you.
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